‘| believe Vall Is
ready for the
next wave."

Claudine Brandt

HOME DESIGN IN VAIL TURNS THE CORNER
WHERE URBAN LOOK MEETS MOUNTAIN FEEL suorocamete e ety noran
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Basalt-based CCY Architect: and completed A5 15 ome ol
the first high-end-loxury, single-tamily homes in Vail designed
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"l like the contemporary look, but it has to feel warm.
I'hat's what mountain contemporary is all about.”
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Yer, despite Anishes smme people may see as srark — she calls iy
“mimimalisic” — this home is witingg even coey, Mo space B over

whielmine: the colors and textures ane fomiliar angd blend with the
sUIFFOE RN gs the puidoar lving spaces are appropiiite I shelrered
comtortable and inviting

Basically, this modern place in the mowntains jest feels pood,

“We boupht the ka in the fall. and that had s lor oo doowith our esrty
desypn decisions. We ployed with the elements of LColorado; copper,

stone, the coloms of the aspens, the blue aky,” sive Brasdr, a Bealoor

w b mhames e |1|:u'|.' with her daugheess Almed, 11, and Maxime, B,
4“1 Like the conte mparary lisade. bmig b Jaas oo beel warm, | hat's what
mountain contemporary is all aboat, This place, though congemp

rarv In deslgn, complements the mountaing, It belongs bere,”
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Like Brand:, Rollic Kjesbo and his wife, Jeanne Medrelow, buth ol
Morweprian desoont, share an affinicy for contemporary hooms
SR, CANTIINGE an  ExEr melv mndern” ||| ice i [lesvver, 10 addition

o their newe home on the wmuth bank of Coame Creek in East Vail

deskgned by Vall-based K.H. Webb Archivects, ona of the more can-

termporary-minded frms b che Vail Yalley, Loogtine Vail residenes,
having: aperatingt Nedbo Construction in Vail ance 1981, they
wanied to build & home for themselves that took advonmge of the
litent Combempariry desipns — bt wouldn't loek “minily deied™ s
few vears down the road,
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Hoar plin, for cxample — bt it5 Anished in maditsonal materials and
teviuns, For e codar skedbigy and mool shimgles; wade-plaik floos
begincl-ecraped aly Amserican chiy plaster walls imestone tile Boar-
ing, beathered gramte conmtertops and alder cobinets in the Eechen: and
# 300-pound front door made of hammered copper
“You wor't find us going exmemely modern here, wiing only blacks,
wihites anid |.|-.r:-|-. srninless sreel and Bk I hiar |LEEE % WAl | I'"'I'""-'\.
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temparary homes aroursd bere were built, Blending those ulira-gleck
mid modern idess s not easy, and g ot of tmes Gt just loaks e of

place heere.”

“Blending those ultra-
sleek and modern
ideas Is not easy, and
a lot of times it just
|00KS out of place
nere.”

O3
— KO

lle Kjesbo

AT s g



“This is a nice contrast. It may be
super unique for Vail, but it fits here.”

— Todd |
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*I'm not 4 big fan of the meuntain chalet'—which | think hes been
overdone fiere — mor the word conterpsrary’ | prefer mesdern,
says Todd Kabstrom, the son of an achitecr, who enjove fishing the
creek s B W medal waters ri-_=|i'|r ot the back daar "I."a"'l Ll ] Ili'-
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‘The Best of Both Worlds’

While just a handful of completed homes i Vail can B2 oeserbat
in desight wormacular as “mpunlafn conlemoanny” a blend ol
Ifan modarn with mauntain fraditional & verilable sdow of
fiames sncarp -dl_n-|h ihé Slyld armo in the degign phase or well on
thair way 1o complelion

Jame Farguhar o Prudentizl Coloradn Propertias. bBroker for the
Wiklbow Lreek residences in West Yail, |5 listing a similar prajec
Called SoiVida. The five-bedream, six-bath home is ane al thipe
niw mountan contempeeany res under comnstructs | 'El b
vail on Potato Patch Qrive

SolVida will be the new, leading edge of maentain contemporary, "
says Fanguihar, "When you'ie up thers, |t obvious this one's dil
‘erant than anything else
Farmuhar kas bacome an authority of sorls on what he calls a
‘mievEment” fowasd the new design therme in Yail and throughout
I Wall Va Iy He SEys 08 Deen oin Ehe works {or & e years as
aviienced now Dy B condomemidm mnEcis ke [h Soldns
Residances in vall & \IEE, sChools |IKe ¥al Chreslian Acadermy and
restaurants like Spagn ot Eachelor Guleh and ihe Golden Eagla Inn
n Beaver Creak Village. Thera's & new breed af hi neDUyers cam
ng to ¥ail, he says — wrban dweliers who are most comfortable
with the oo of 8 contemporary harms in tha big city and want “the
besi af both worlds™ when they come to the mountains
“"Olveisly there's a deaw,™ Farmuhar says v luadl 8 dogzen oF 50
pon meodses afb Willow Cresh, and some people saw 11 just too
onfemporary for (hem. But far aothers, i1's ssactv right. Ther
=egms (o be 8 growing pool of paople Iilld|II|_i lor =amathing mare

Exposed elements

Architect Hans Berglund, wheo desigred the Wiliow Croak resi

DEMCES, S89% My, Morm open-minced design themes aliow him o
be mire credbndg, mnovotlinve and efficiant

I e OEINg Able 1o use ecposed sirucloral elements, e stsal
emme and timbers, nstaad of doing a ol of work fo hade fhem "
NE Ay, e may oven des en spemething differaniiy Wrawiig those

elemenls are 20Ng 1o be s2g)

There's not anly been Mo demand the past few voars lor homes
of modern desagn, Barglind says, but the avenues towand change
nave apened, peving the way for conlemporary forms o pass
through what for many years was a rather conservative-minded,
ErmEImmEnial appronal Frocas

“I1%s taken awhilia for many of tha architectusal firms bare, and their
clienls, o pel comiortable with the mounbsn coniemporary ook

But as people gel mom exposure to (1, thay see |1 as fresh, comtart

able and cozy,” savs Berglund, who came 1o Vall from Aspan man

Man a decacds ago. “The own of Vail's desean review boand used ko
fNiowe & Gifforent wisiom; bul Ehey'ne rose more ope-imiaoed_ "

Orie of Beglund's [atest proects is a vary “fotty-latking” residence
undar construction on Wail's Farway Drive, The home is composad
of a seres of cunved roofs supporiad by stone walls and an expesed
steal and timber lrmme. Banks of stesl-lramed windoes wil Lo

W02 #xpansive views of the Vail ol Copree

‘Loosening the grips'

Fellow architect Kyle Webb designed another mountain contempo
rary project now Demng buill on Forest Road: and cal mapue Michaal
Suman of Semen Architects has af least twa similar projecis in the
wirks, gne on Beaver Dam Road, the other in East Vadl. on Black
Gore Dilve

Surman agrées with Berglund, saying the town's design and review
baand — parhaps following tha lead of others in nearby gated com-
munities like Mounlain Star and the Cordiflera Vallay Club — has
sarome mone open o new 10235 “lofsamng [he grips” on how
Buldalines gre rlermreled

“Its now more aboul keeping the intent of the guldelines without
stinng nnowation, |t doesn’t change the palette of materials. bul
11 does open Up ways for Them 1o be utilized,” says Suman, who's
bien dasigrimg homes in Vail for 11 years. "It was frustrating
aiien | farst cama lers, with guidelines thiel were imposed in a
hard-fisted way. Naw, there's an exciterneént ol place here in which

architectiure plays an importamnt fala”

— Sleohen Liovd Wood
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